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 Ka Lima Olympics … (continued from page 1) 
  

 

 

Hoku Bailey   Alan Bantilan 

Brian Bantilan         Sam Cabalo 

Joemar Dichoso      Conrad Domingo 

Jonathan Hosaka  Sally Keanini  

Rosemary Manini  Kevin Matillano 

Melissa Murdock  Crystal Nunes  

Kasey Palau   Eugene Perreira    

Jamie Santiago   Jason Sugahara 

Romeo Visitacion   Benny Yoro 

Keoni Wilson 

 

PPE Superstars 
Kasey Palau nominated by Arjay       

 

  Dean Ireland nominated by Jamie 

 

Daniel Vasile nominated by Waiver  

     



 

 

                   July 

Pedrito Lucas July 1 

Melissa Murdock July 4 

Cory Baisa, July 4 

James Santiago July 6 

Arlena Tallant  July 7 

Jonathan Hosaka July 9 

Priscilla Burrows July 9 

Sarah Garbutt July 12 

Tyrone Edelhertz July 12 

Kim Sturdavant July 14 

Josiah Jacinto July 25 

        August 
            
Dean Ireland August 2   Jonah Wun August 4 

Alan Fukuoka August 5   Lynnell Mateaki Aug 8 

Cory Akau Rittmeister Aug 10  Jonah Vierra August 11 

Joemar Dichoso August 18  Hoku Bailey August 24 

Dominic Gawrichevsky Aug 24 Feli Rodriguez August 24 

Deborah Kimura August 24  Larry Haramoto August 29  
Tina Vierra August 29  Matt Dela Cruz Aug 30  
Kevin Matillano August 31 

             September 

Lucy Yanos Sept 2 

Ben Mangayayam Sept 6 

Susie Daguimol Sept 8 

Crystal Nunes Sept 12 

Keeanu Takehara Sept 20 

Braeden Yap Sept 22 

Timothy Kuhia– Rodrigues Sept  25 

Janice Sarol Sept 29 

Sam Cabalo Sept 30 

  

 

Word From the Executive Director 

                 ~ JD Wyatt 

Ka Lima O Maui is a private Not-For-Profit organization founded in 1955 serving adults 
with disabilities. Our mission is to "Enhance Lives Through Self-Reliance" through em-
ployment programs and living skills. 

Aloha Kakou! 

I hope this newsletter finds everyone enjoying a safe and fun summer. 

As my first year as Executive Director draws to a close, I’d like to reflect back on 
the amazing journey it has been leading Ka Lima O Maui. It all started out with the 
beginning of construction for our new office back in August of 2020. When we first 
broke ground, it was hard to imagine the look of what will soon be Ka Lima’s new 
home. Now, as we prepare to pave the road and tie up all the loose ends, our new 
home has blossomed right in front of us. We anticipate a late November move in, 
and our new facility will offer even more opportunities for adults with disabilities 
to gain skills and become more self-reliant.  

In January of this year, we partnered with Sentry tournament to provide cleaning 
services, and volunteer help to make the tournament a success, despite being in the 
middle of the pandemic. We received the highest donation to date with Sentry, so 
we are grateful for the opportunities they provide to our Agency and our clients’.  

In July, we received word that we received a CHANGE grant from the Hawaii 
Community Foundation. This grant was a highly competitive, statewide opportuni-
ty, so we were honored to receive $40,000 to apply to our Job Placement and Sup-
ported Employment programs. Working in partnership with the Department of   
Vocational Rehabilitation, this grant will enable Ka Lima O Maui to continue on 
with these programs and with our Vocational Work and Adjustment Training Ser-
vices (VWATS) classes.  

Unfortunately, we also had to say goodbye to 3 Ka Lima staff members in the past 
year. We send our condolences and prayers to the ohana of clients Michael Cabral 
and Tai Ung, and our beloved Supervisor Aaron Ka’awa. We will miss them all 
dearly, and they will always be remembered as treasured Ka Lima ohana. 

In ending, I’d like to extend my gratitude to the Ka Lima O Maui board who 
hired me, the incredible staff I have the opportunity to work daily with, all 
those in the community who support our mission and work, and to the most 
important people in our universe, those we serve. Mahalo to all of you for 
making the start of my journey with Ka Lima O Maui the most rewarding 
experience of my life and for making me a better leader. I can’t wait to see 
what’s in store for all of us as we enter in to our next journey together.       
JD 



 

 

Waiver News  

Ka Lima O Maui is a private Not-For-Profit organization founded in 1955 serving 
adults with disabilities. Our mission is to "Enhance Lives Through Self-Reliance" 
through employment programs and living skills. 

The Waiver Program had another full calendar of events this quarter.  July 
was dedicated to the Charity Walk fundraiser with car washes, recycling    
redemption and gathering pledges for the cause.  Everyone worked  hard  
washing 28 cars in 8 days.  The Makawao Rodeo was a treat before               
Independence Day.  Ryan proudly wore his paniolo vest while cheering in 
the stands during the roping events with his peers. 

The highlight in August was a trip to Makani Olu Ranch.  Bert’s relation-
ship with the ranch gave us the opportunity to go on a tour, see the animals 
and have a sponsored lunch and s’mores by the fire. He also knows the 
right people at Napa Auto Parts who surprised us with logo shirts, bags and 
hats.  It was an incredible treat for everyone. 

The end of this quarter marks a year of volunteering at Feed My Sheep.  
On average we have 13 participants with their workers go there each 
month.   Almost everyone has experienced food sorting at the warehouse in 
Puunene at least one time.  Jonah, Brandon, Fae and Lynnell continue to 
ask each month to go back to do their part helping packaging food for the 
needy.   Hana Hou!!! 

Jonah helping at Feed 
My Sheep. 

Bert at Makani Olu 
Ranch 

Enjoying 4th of July 

  

 

Building our New Home…. 

Work on our New Home is moving quickly.  

Ka Lima O Maui is a private Not-For-Profit organization founded in 1955 serving adults 
with disabilities. Our mission is to "Enhance Lives Through Self-Reliance" through em-
ployment programs and living skills. 



 

  

If you would like to be a part of this    dynamic team 
and make a difference in a person’s life COME AND 

WAIVER PROGRAM  HAS SEVERAL OPEN POSITION: 

*FULL AND PART TIME DIRECT SUPPORT WORKER  
*FULL TIME  PROGRAM SUPERVISOR 

WE OFFER A COMPLETE BENEFITS PACKAGE AND A NEW 
HIRE BONUS  

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT KERI AT 244-5996  

Ka Lima is Hiring!!!            Ka Lima is Hiring!!! 
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Administrative Coordinator 

Responsible for all front office duties in the day-to day 

Operation of Non-profit agency 

Full Time Position with great Benefits & Hiring Bonus 

Call 244-5502 to apply or for more information 

Go to www.kalimaomaui.org to fill application online. 
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Ka Lima is Hiring! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halloween Costume Contest  

On Zoom       

October 29 at 1:00 

Hui Club 

Contact Kim for more info @ 244-5502 

Ka Lima O Maui is a private Not-For-Profit organization founded in 1955 serving adults 
with disabilities. Our mission is to "Enhance Lives Through Self-Reliance" through em-
ployment programs and living skills. 



 

 

Ka Lima O Maui is sad to report the loss of some of our beloved friends and ,family 
members - Aaron Kaawa, Tai Ung, and Michael Cabral. 

Aaron worked at Ka Lima O Maui for 16 years, start-
ing as a “floating supervisor” working in both 
Grounds and Janitorial departments.  According to 
Director of Operations, Dan Honma, “he wasn’t so 
much into it when he first started but then got it and 
became an  incredibly dependable and good supervi-
sor.” Aaron hardly missed a day of work or even took 
a vacation. He was so consistent.” He drove his crew 
to Lahaina, then to Kihei, and then to Central Maui to 
keep parks clean. He was hard working and a good 
boss to his crew who will be missed by all of us. 

Michael Cabral worked for over 25 years in 
our Grounds Department helping to clean Maui 
County parks. He retired a little over 3 years 
ago as he was having health problem. When he 
lived close by Ka Lima, almost every day, Mi-
chael would show up to sit outside to “talk 
story” with his friends and see how everything 
was going. He often joined in for Hui Club or 
Ka Lima activities because Ka Lima O Maui is 
more than a place to work and once part of the 
family, you are always part of the family. Mi-
chael was a valuable member of our family 
who we miss. 

Tai worked at Ka Lima O Maui from 
Pukalani. He worked with us for over 5 
years and he was a member of Keenan’s 
Crew. Tai is remembered as being a good guy, 
and a great worker. Keenan mentioned that Tai 
was  also very generous and helpful. He would 
often be seen waiting outside the office after 
his work shift and would have something to 
share on all kinds of topics. He loved working 
at Ka Lima O Maui and his passing is a great 
loss to everyone who knew him! RIP brother!! 

  

 

Ka Lima O Maui is a private Not-For-Profit organization founded in 1955 serving 
adults with disabilities. Our mission is to "Enhance Lives Through Self-Reliance" 
through employment programs and living skills. 

Ka Lima’s Charity Walk 

The Ka Lima O Maui Charity Walk 2021 
took place on Friday, July 23 at Keopuolani Park 
and raised $14,000. Participants from Ka Lima 
could walk anytime between 10:30 am —1 pm. 
Everyone was asked to raise a minimum of $75 and 
all funds were then submitted to the Maui County 
Charity Walk on behalf of  Ka  Lima O Maui. The 
top fundraiser was Kelly from the Waiver Program 
who raised $825 followed by Ed, also of Waiver, 
who raised $650 and Ben from Grounds who raised 
$370. GOOD JOB EVERYONE!!! 



 

 

Skylar is now at  the 
Aston Ka’anapali Shores 

Cory is a new 
worker with 
Kamaile’s crew.  

Jayden is working at Kihei 
MPD doing landscaping 

Job Development... 
Job Development has been busy leading both Supported Employment and 
VWATS clients toward their career goals.  

Our Supported Employment client Matthew Dela Cruz (left) recently 
started at the Four Seasons in Wailea, and is already thriving in his po-
sition. The hotel manager is thrilled with Matt’s work ethic and com-

mitment to his job! Supported Employment client Jayden Pacheco (below) has 
recently joined the Ka Lima Ohana as the newest Kihei Maui MPD landscap-
ing crew member. He is eager to learn his position and has expressed interest 
in continuing to grow and acquire new responsibilities so he can work toward 
full-time employment! 

The Summer 2021 VWATS class is moving toward their internship place-
ments, and we are happy to report that the participants have been able to se-
cure internships in their areas of interest. Justin Silva will be completing his 
internship with Maui Mediation Services, where he will learn more about how 
to work in an office environment. Reynaldo Domingo is passionate about 
farming, gardening and landscaping, so what better way to learn than to intern 
at a working farm! Rey will be completing his internship in Haiku, where he 
will learn all of the steps involved in maintaining a 2-acre farm and fruit     
orchard.   

  

 



 

 ...some of the ohana 

Sarah  was born and raised in London, took Chinese 
Studies in college and spent a year in China before arriving 
in Hawaii in 1983. She has two children, including Eben, a 
long time Ka Lima participant. She also has a granddaugh-
ter and two great grandsons. Before coming to work at Ka 
Lima, she was a Chinese Tour Guide and a farmer, known 
for her wheat grass. She first became familiar with Ka Lima 
O Maui through Eben and from visiting the old Ka Lima 

Store. She says her favorite thing about working here is “doing meaningful work 
and helping someone have a good day”. She lives in Kulamalu and in her free 
time, she enjoys listening to the radio and cruising thrift stores looking for things 
for Ka Lima participants. 

Elmer Baluran was born in the Philippines at Ilocos 
Norte and came to the USA when he was 20 years old. 
He now lives in Kahului with his mom and sister and 
nephews and niece.  Ka Lima is the only job he has had 
in America and he started in the Landfill and then went 
into the Grounds Department. He is a member of Ben’s 
crew and he likes to weed eat, use the blower, rake and 

mow. When he is not working, he “likes to take a rest”. He also enjoys pot 
lucks and party with his family, including his brother, sister and niece and 
nephews. Another of Elmer’s favorites is watching You Tube and listening 
to “sweet music” like Britney Spears, Taylor Swift and Nicki Minaj 

Keenan is one of our  Grounds Supervisor  who has been at 
Ka Lima O Maui for almost 4 years. He was born in Waihee 
and was the middle of three kids. He has one older sister and 
one younger brother, Keeanu, who also is a supervisor with Ka 
Lima. He attended Waihee and Iao Schools. Before coming to 

Ka Lima O Maui, he worked at NAPA and more recently,  in construction. 
He still lives in Waihee with his wife Kahea and children, Kezairah, age 
10 and Kawelo, age 2. They also have another boy due in January. He fig-
ures that he will have to wait 5 more years before he can stop chasing the 
boys around. Besides spending time with the family in his free time, Kee-
nan likes fishing and diving for tako. When asked if he takes the kids fish-
ing with him, he “said he can’t watch them and the pole at the same time”.  

  

 

 

 

...some of the ohana 

Lynnell Lahela Matiaki was born in Kahului and 
raised by her grandma. She now lives in Makawao 
with her mother and step-dad. She attended Paia 
School and Maui High School. She came to Ka Lima 
O Maui in 2019 although she attended program earli-
er here. She mentioned “technology” as her favorite 
thing about Ka Lima. She is very busy lady and said 
making scrapbooks, doing math, shopping and     

volunteering are some of the things she enjoys. In her free time away 
from program, she keeps busy with chores, playing games and texting 
and having Face Time with friends. 

Anna Jakeo was born in the Marshall Islands and came to 
Maui in 1999 with her husband Rod and sons Francis and Nor-
man. Soon after arriving here she had another son Billy. Early 
on, she stayed at home raising her children and then took a job at 
Valley Isle Dry Cleaning where she worked for 11 years. Later 
she worked for HC & S. Anna started at Ka Lima as a part time 
Fill-In supervisor in the Custodian Department and soon turned 
full time and assigned to the crew at Kihei MPD. What she real-
ly likes about Ka Lima is  “team work, respect and family”. 

When asked about activities in free time, she mention doing housework and         
attending the New Light Church in Kahului. As she shared more, her love of sports 
came out as she mentioned being a pitcher on her baseball team that regularly plays 
and even travels off island to play other teams. She also shared her love for basket-
ball and especially for the Lakers and Kobe Bryant.  

Hoku Bailey was born in Honolulu but has spent most 
of his life on Maui after moving here when he was two 
years old. Most of this time, he has lived in Haiku. He 
attended Paia School, Haiku School, King Kekaulike 
High School before graduating from Ka’ahumanu Hou in 
2000. After high school, he attended Job Corp for almost 
2 years and studied Business Tech. His first job was as 

Christmas Tree cutter at Walmart. He went on to working at Safeway be-
fore starting at Ka Lima in 2007 and Hoku now works at the Maui Police 
Department. In his free time, he does chores and likes to go walking as 
well as playing video games on his PlayStation. He like all kind of video 
games but his favorite ones are action games and sports. 


